
Early Years SENCO 
Network 

20th March 2025
Early Years Advisory Teachers/Early Years & 

Childcare Consultants/SENCos



House Keeping



Agenda

 Key Speaker: Jo Plimmer “When making time for you isn’t 
easy” – Looking at staff  emotional wellbeing (Wood and The 
Trees Coaching)

 Ordinarily Available Provision/Discussion Point

 SEND updates/Networking/ Reminders e.g. Transition

 SEND Local Offer - Relaunch of  SEND Top Tips

 Useful dates/ training opportunities





Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP)

Assess: Many LAs have document in place (some EY specific)
Scrutiny of  different examples, key take- aways for use



Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP)

Plan: Development of  Early Years documentation outlining 
best practice/ expectations for EY settings/ providers in 
relation to Universal Offer/Graduated Approach - provision for 
all children/families in Telford &Wrekin

Do: Establish working party with representation from different 
stakeholders (including EY settings/LA representatives etc) 
through planned meetings (F2F/Online), discussion points/ 
activities at SENCo Networks).



Activity/ Discussion Point

Universal/Graduated Response offer:

What does your setting currently 

offer to children/ families?

Focus:  SEMH/PSED, Emotional wellbeing etc 

Please discuss at your tables and jot 
down your collective points/ provisions



Expressions of  Interest

Please let us know if  you would be 

interested in working with us on this 

project to contribute and shape offer 

In first instance include details on post its:

Name

Role and Setting

Email/ Telephone details



New EY SEND 

Assessment Guidance/

Assessment Tools

Has anyone looked at this since 

last Network, started using it for 

any children?

Feedback/findings to share…



https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/support-
for-practitioners/send-assessment/carrying-out-an-assessment

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/support-for-practitioners/send-assessment/carrying-out-an-assessment


SENDCo Sharing Space:

SENCo sharing their information -

training / resources







Please check you are sending documents to the right inbox

Request for Involvements/ Request for Reviews
EarlyYearsSENDSupport@telford.gov.uk

Early Years Inclusion Fund  - New Email address

EYIF@telford.gov.uk

Reminders ……

mailto:EarlyYearsSENDSupport@telford.gov.uk
mailto:EYIP@telford.gov.uk


Transitions/ School starters (Sept 2025)  

What are your plans and actions?

What is your timescale? (By when?)

Reminders ……



Early Years Talk Boost 

• Fully funded tool, most settings have now accessed but new 

staff/more staff  please book on. (Free)

• Make use of  the assessment tool online as this now supplies 

data direct to EY Team so we can show impact 

• Can still use stoke speaks out as extra tool to assess whole 

group needs and to change provision on gaps it highlights 



Telford and Wrekin SENCo Local 
Offer

Changes to the Early Years 
section.



New Early Years 
Homepage 

(parent/carers)



Early Years Teams 
and Services Page



New Early Years 
Senco Space



Relaunch including an extensive range of 
new topics created by EYAT/EYCCs

SEND Tops Tips Information sheets

Plans/ talks in place to begin getting these 

uploaded to Local Offer

Will be emailed out in due course to settings EY/EYFS providers



Flow chart



Flow chart –
Universal Offer



Flow chart -
Targeted



Flow chart -
Specialist



Moving 
forward: 
Tuesday 8th

April 2025.



• Leadership of SEND

• Outcomes & the quality of teaching and 
learning for children with SEND

• Working with children & parents/carers of 
children with SEND

• Assessment and Identification

• The efficient use of resources

• The quality of SEND provision







Training courses/ CPD

To enquire further or book a place on any training course 
offered by the team please contact 

talkingchildcare@telford.gov.uk

(01952 383011)

mailto:talkingchildcare@telford.gov.uk


SENCo 2 Yearly Update: Developing the 
Role of the EY SENCo

SPRING TERM 2025 

Tuesday 1st April 2024  6:30 – 8:30pm

Online Delivery – Microsoft Teams



Universal Offer: Getting it right for ‘all’ children

Spring TERM 2025 

Tuesday 8th April 2025   6:30 – 8:30pm

Venue to be confirmed



New SENCo Training: Part 1 & 2

SUMMER TERM 2025 – Provisional dates

Part 1 Wednesday 7th May 2025  6:30 – 8:30pm
Part 2 Wednesday 14th May 2025 6:30 – 8:30pm

Online Delivery – Microsoft Teams



EY SENCo Network Meeting

SUMMER TERM 2025 – PROVISIONAL DATE

Tuesday 20th May 2025   6:30 – 8:00pm

Venue to be confirmed

Keynote speaker – Andrina Flinders from Thrive – Beyond 

Bucket.



AET Transitions in the Early Years

Module provides guidance on helping practitioners to understand the 

distinctive strengths and learning needs of autistic pupils

Content: Importance of a child-centred approach 

looking at strengths and interests-based approach 

when planning for transitions. Planning/preparing for 

everyday transitions and tools for key transitions, 

such as transition into primary school.

Target Audience: This session is suitable for practitioners working 

with children in both Early Years settings and EYFS in schools



AET EY Transition

SUMMER TERM 2025 – Provisional date 

Thursday 5th June  6:30 – 8:30pm

VENUE: to be confirmed



AET EY Making Sense of Autism Training

WHOLE SETTING TRAINING
Training for your whole staff team on a day/ time that is 
convenient to your setting

VENUE: We come to you!

If interested please enquire at: talkingchildcare@telford.gov.uk

mailto:talkingchildcare@telford.gov.uk


AET EY Good Autism Practice Training

WHOLE SETTING TRAINING
Training for your whole staff team on a day/ time that is 
convenient to your setting

VENUE: We come to you!

If interested please enquire at: talkingchildcare@telford.gov.uk

mailto:talkingchildcare@telford.gov.uk


Using Work/Reward ‘Task baskets’ as part of the 
structured teaching approach in Early Years

Summer TERM 2025 – Provisional date

Thursday 12th June 2025   6:30 – 8:00pm 

Venue to be confirmed



Working with Early Years children who require a 
high level of support

Summer TERM 2025 

Tuesday 17th June 2025 (Part 1)  6:30 – 8:30pm

Venue to be confirmed



STOKE SPEAKS OUT Communication Screening Tool

At the moment no dates confirmed, please check the 
training schedule. 



EY Talk Boost – It’s Free!
For settings, childminders and schools

SPRING TERM 2025

02/04/2025 & 09/04/2025, The Mercure 6:30 – 9pm 
(Both sessions must be attended)



Making it Real: Early Literacy training

Cost: Funded two staff  per setting (these staff  must be able to 

carry out home visits) There will be funding back fill provided for 

the 2 days training and to purchase resources necessary to the 

Programme. Full commitment needed over space of  18 months.   

Date: Friday 28th March & Friday 4th April 2025

Venue: TBC  



Making it Real: Early Literacy training

Cost: Funded two staff  per setting (these staff  must be able to 

carry out home visits) There will be funding back fill provided for 

the 2 days training and to purchase resources necessary to the 

Programme. Full commitment needed over space of  18 months.   

Date: 9th & 16th May, 2025

Venue: TBC  



Any Questions?....


